Mr (or Mrs) President

Now that I have your attention...

We are in the midst of one of the most fascinating elections that | can remember. Most of the
dialogue seems to be who we are voting against. And many are intent about who will promote
(or tear down) christian values. All of which took me back to a time in Israel’s history when the
people decided they needed a king. All their neighbors had one. Maybe that’s why they kept
beating up on Israel. God’s prophet was a man named Samuel at the time and he was getting
old. The people insisted that he pick out a king before he departed. Samuel took their
complaint to God and His response is worth considering today:

1 Samuel 8:6-20 But when they said, “Give us a king to lead us,” this displeased Samuel;
so he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told him:”Listen to all that the people are
saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. As
they have done from the day | brought them out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and
serving other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen to them; but warn them
solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will claim as his
rights.”

Samuel told all the words of the LORD to the people who were asking him for a king. He
said, “This is what the king who will reign over you will claim as his rights: He will take
your sons and make them serve with his chariots and horses, and they will run in front of
his chariots. Some he will assign to be commanders of thousands and commanders of
fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap his harvest, and still others to make
weapons of war and equipment for his chariots. He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take the best of your fields and vineyards and
olive groves and give them to his attendants. He will take a tenth of your grain and of
your vintage and give it to his officials and attendants. Your male and female servants
and the best of your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own use. He will take a tenth
of your flocks, and you yourselves will become his slaves.

When that day comes, you will cry out for relief from the king you have chosen, but the
LORD will not answer you in that day.”

But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” they said. “We want a king over us.
Then we will be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us and to go out before us
and fight our battles.”

Do we christians confuse the role of secular government with God’s Kingdom?
Is Samuel’s warning about what the king will claim as his rights valid in our circumstance?
Do we really want a leader or just someone to “fight our battles”?

Do we expect too much from our earthly leaders because we don’t trust God to deliver his
promises?



