A Funny Thing Happened On The Way To Luke’s Room
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I started a bedtime routine with my sons when they were very little, starting with simple physical expressions of love when they couldn’t communicate.  The routines evolved over time into prayers together, “little boy” stories, reading a book, dictionary wildcard, Bible study, and general discussion about anything.  There have been quite a few surprises over the years and thought it might be fun to take a look at what I often was completely unprepared for.

1. Last week’s lesson was a great one about how anorexic we become as men when we don’t spend time hearing the Word of the Lord.  Someone asked who regularly reads their Bible.  To set all suspicions aside that I have this area of my life together, I need to confess that nearly the only time I open a Bible is when I sit with my oldest son, Luke, reading before bed.  We read “enough” to work through a thought about God and how we should live.  What I didn’t expect was how many times I would read something and just stop cold because instead of me teaching Luke about something from God, God was gripping my heart about something I never saw before, things convicting and comforting.   Tell about a time when God completely caught you off-guard in showing you something new about Himself or yourself, especially when you were prepared to be a teacher rather than a learner.
2. I’ll admit that there are many evenings I would rather just crash into bed than do the bedtime deal, especially since I’ve now started the Bible time with my middle son, Levi.  In fact, it happens more often than not that I have to pull myself up the stairs to their rooms.  What I didn’t expect was how much my sons enjoy that time with me.  Because Luke is allowed up later, I’ll often climb into bed and watch some TV.  When I tell him he needs to go to bed, Luke will insist I come up to his room for Bible and prayer…sometimes even pulling me out of bed to get me there!  Ironically, Luke sees this time between himself and I having great importance better than I do.  It’s as if he understands meaningful relationship time better than I do.  When have you been caught like this?  How have you reacted when this happened?
3. Until recently, the routine for my youngest, Caleb, was a prayer and sometimes reading a book.  For Levi, it was the same.  Each involved about 10 minutes of time at most and often only a couple of minutes.  After this time, I would head into Luke’s room where I would spend easily 30 minutes.  Neither Caleb nor Levi said anything about the unfair amount of time I would spend with Luke, but I saw how distant my relationship was with them.  Even today when Luke sees my love for Levi and Caleb, he is jealous.  He wants me for himself and doesn’t seem to accept that I love his brothers just as much as I love him.  It creates competition where he wants to come out of on top, whatever that looks like, instead of showing them love.  At first I get angry with Luke of how little he cares for his brothers.  But what I didn’t expect was to have God show me how Luke is just like me.  I enjoy my relationship with the Lord more than anything, but God loves all his children and when He wants his other children to know Him and experience Him like I do, that requires effort on my part and I am not so willing to reach out…especially to the poor, the beat up, and the forgotten.  Tell about when God drew attention to how you could love His other children and how you reacted. (Matthew 25:40 is a section out of the sheep and goats passage  – “…whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.”)
4. I always thought that “the talk” would be something planned where I would prepare exactly what I would say and sit Luke down and go through it all.  What I didn’t expect was questions about a virgin from the Christmas story led to more questions until we just went through it all right then, unrehearsed and uncut. (  That evening changed my whole thinking about how the important talks should occur.  2 Timothy 4:2 says “Preach the Word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.”  When have you been in a situation where your preparation paid off or lack of preparation left you wishing you had?
5. I recently was reading from Levi’s new Bible something out of Matthew, trying to put it in 2nd grader terms.  Once I finished what I thought was a great explanation, he asked a question about the back of a new book he was reading from school?  “Huh?  Didn’t you just hear what I said?” I thought to myself.  Feelings of why am I even wasting my breath when you aren’t even interested nor getting what I’m saying came welling up.  What I didn’t expect was when I was ready to walk out and throw in the towel for the evening, God to gently asked why I was expecting Levi to learn like Luke does or if I was making this about what I’m teaching and what Levi is learning than the relationship I’m wanting to keep with him?  When has the Lord expected me to meet Him where He was at?  Does He care more about what is accomplished in my learning or about my relationship with Him?  When have you allowed your agenda or your expectations of someone else get in the way of the relationship?  How did you work through it?  1 Peter 3:7 is convicting for me: “Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing with hinder your prayers.”
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